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Our free Christian society is made possible by the dissemination of truth for which a free press is essential. Despite all their other fine 
economic necessity to cater to the most materialistic and sensational in popular tastes, and, along with the leading news weeklies, to yiel 
play upon narrow provincialism and our national prejudices. The mass media, therefore, are not 


ate for the Christian mind which would 


qualities, the daily press and radio are compelled by 
to the ,economic, political and military pressures that 





r Id maintain its dedication to truth. For this more discern- 
ing public, Between the Lines presents carefully selected reports, analyses and forecasts, highly condensed and drawn from the most authoritative sources, providing the layman with greater insight 


into the crucial issues of the day. These efforts are dedicated to the belief that only _as 
pcs and communism and move forward out of the tribalism of t s 





our society is motivated by Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent 
d in the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in a nuclear <" 





“What Can I Do?”’ 


Would you like to be an explorer, 
venturing into the world farther 
than you’ve ever gone before? An 
adventurer daring to put your ideals 
into practice? A good neighbor, 
lending a much needed hand? A 
seeker joining others in the search 
for life’s deeper meaning? 

You can have all these enriching 
experiences — On your week-ends 
or during your summer vacation — 
if you are willing to enter into the 
world of poverty and poor housing 
where, by working with people in 
their homes, you will find friend- 
ship and a new view of your world. 
Week-end work camps have ex- 
panded the horizons of over 5,000 
young men and women who have 
contributed useful work in deteri- 
orating areas — their motto, “Better 
to light a candle than to curse the 
darkness.” 

Sponsors of work camps in the 
Philadelphia and New York areas 
include the Society of Friends 
(Quakers) as well as other denom- 
inations. But these service oppor- 
tunities can be organized in any 
locality blighted by slums and de- 
linquency. If you are 15 through 
college age, you are eligible as a 
work camper; if you are older, you 
can volunteer to help organize and 
direct work camp activities; you'll 
be especially useful if you have 
skill in carpentry, plastering, paint- 
ing, wall papering, plumbing and 
electrical work. Week-end work 
campers help renovate dilapidated, 
often filthy slum dwellings or apart- 
ments. Summer work campers help 
reconstruct villages in Mexico, 
Germany, Italy or other needy areas. 

For information on work camps 
under the direction of your own 
church, consult your pastor or na- 
tional denominational headquarters. 
Or if you are interested in the 
Quaker work camps, write David 
§. Richie, Friends Social Order 
Committee, 1515 Cherry St. Phila- 
delphia 2, Pa. 





‘ ‘GE LIFE!” In ancient days kings and princes often freed pris- 

oners at Christmas time, restoring men to their families and 
communities, an extraordinary present which no one but royalty could 
bestow. Only a king could give life! 

Today, life is truth; the very survival of civilization is becoming 
dependent upon helping men find truth. This newsletter is dedicated 
to this task. By giving subscriptions for Between The Lines this 
Christmas you will be enriching and deeping the life of each recipient. 
You will also be giving life to Between The Lines in our struggle 
against rising costs. We need several thousand readers who will help 
us in this way to meet rising costs (without raising the subscription 
rate)— by giving subscriptions this Christmas. We are depending 
on you. 

For each 5 subscriptions you send in, you will receive without 
cost: a copy of Think On These Things (an attractively bound book of 
drawings and paragraphs by Charles A. Wells, 87 pages, in a rich blue 
heavy paper cover, regularly $1.) — or a copy of The Great Alternative 
(a beautifully designed book, written and illustrated by Charles A. Wells, 
142 pages, hard cover, reg. $2., now reduced to $1.50). 

For each 10 subscriptions you send in, you will receive, without 
cost, an extra subscription to Between The Lines. 

Or the books separately make thoughtful gifts for your more 
discerning friends — Think On These Things at $1 a copy, The Great 
Alternative at $1.50 a copy. Send in your order today to Between The 
Lines Press, Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 











X-Ray and Forecast 


MERICA’S RELATIONSHIP TO THE COMMUNIST WORLD 

must undergo many changes during coming months. If the weaken- 
ing of Soviet power means civil war within the Communist states, any 
move on our part to extend military aid to the opponents of Moscow — 
as some voices in Washington are urging — might draw us quickly into a 
great nuclear war with Russia in the West and with Red China in the East. 
Nothing but disaster can come from reliance on armed power from now 
on. Communism and tyranny alone will gain from the chaos which mod- 
ern war will bring. Did we “save” Korea? Only as we continue to pour in 
millions of dollars — and how much longer can we do that? To have gone 
deeper into Korea or into Red China to “stop communism” would have 
only multiplied the problem by more American blood and more billions of 
dollars. There is desperate need to re-think the whole matter of military 
power in its relation to communism. 


MOSCOW IS LEARNING the limits of force as an instrument of 
state policy. The satellites are demanding independence, and Moscow to- 
day is realistic enough to recognize that she cannot hold, by the old iron 
tyranny, all of Red China and the satellites. Hence Russia will use force in 
the satellites where she dares in order to hold together the Marxist format, 
while widening concessions of the Tito-type and accepting a relationship 
with the satellites on the Red China pattern — that is, a loose alliance of 
independent Communist states (perhaps evolving into a bond of common 
interests similar to that which unites the Western democracies). Soviet 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Africa’s Tomorrows 

Two events in Africa will mark 
the beginning of a new era in the 
vast dark continent. The first: Brit- 
ain’s recent decision to grant full 
independence to the Gold Coast has 
rekindled a desperate hope in the 
minds of millions of the black Afri- 
cans. This is the first colony south 
of the Sahara that has obtained in- 
dependence — excepting for Liber- 
ia, (whose independence has not 
fired the imagination of the African 
because of the extreme poverty in 
that area in contrast to the riches of 
the Gold Coast). The other inde- 
pendent states, Egypt, Lybia, Sedan 
(all of which politically belong to 
the Arab world rather than to 
Africa), Liberia, Ethiopia and 
South Africa are all “fringe” Afri- 
can states, except for the Union of 
South Africa which is a white re- 
public. But the Gold Coast, a for- 
mer British colony, is a part of the 
real Africa and her new freedom 
will stimulate independence move- 
ments that are already bringing tur- 
bulence to the other French, Bel- 
gian and British colonies. Algeria’s 
continuing bloody struggle for inde- 
pendence is also being watched by 
millions of eyes aflame with hatred. 

The second important develop- 
ment is the wave of increased ra- 
cial suppression in the Union of 
South Africa which has ironically 
started almost simultaneously with 
the announced independence of the 
Gold Coast, as if to offset any in- 
creased hope that the Gold Coast 
might stir in the seven million black 
people who are under white dom- 
ination in the South. (The Negroes 
outnumber the whites three to one 
in South Africa.) 

The right to vote has recently 
been denied all “colored” or mixed 
blood peoples in South Africa. 
The black man has never se- 
cured the franchise there, but pre- 
viously, for over a century, the 


mulatoes and mixed bloods — usu- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Africa’s Tomorrows 
(continued) 

ally an educated group of traders, 
craftsmen, etc.— were permitted to 
vote. Now, hundreds of thousands 
of Negroes are being driven from 
their homes by the Union of South 
Africa police to reservations where 
rows of cement hovels have been 
prepared for them and where they 
must live behind barbed wire fenc- 
ing. South African racial law is be- 
ing enforced by “Midnight Horse- 
men,” the white night raiders who 
ride into Negro communities, search 
their homes, punishing usually by 
floggings those who are accused of 
misdemeanors, either verified or un- 
proved. South African law makes it 
a crime for a Negro to resist the 
night-riders! New laws before the 
Union of South Africa’s legislature 
give local governments the author- 
ity to move Negroes from any area 
where they are declared to be un- 
desirable residents. The Negroes 
have no power to defend themselves 
against such action or to protect 
their personal property, and when 
they undertake a physical defense 
they are immediately punished by 
the militia or “midnight horsemen.” 

Local governments have also 
been given the right to ban Negroes, 
mixed bloods and East Indians 
from any trade or occupation which 
the local authorities deem to de- 
clare “for whites only.” Because 
the Negro population has been kept 
in ignorance (over 95% illiteracy) 
and live in abysmal poverty, they 
are helpless before the enforcement 
of these severe restrictions. But 
many reports are circulating in re- 
ligious, diplomatic and labor circles 
of the resistance of the Negroes and 
of the emergence of able leadership 
in their ranks. These leaders are 
frequently flogged and imprisoned 
but their influence grows. Com- 
munist infiltration also grows apace. 

Anglican Bishop William Hughes, 
a recent visitor in this country, 
states that the Africans are awak- 
ening at a fantastic rate. Their “re- 
sponse to communism on one hand, 
and to hopes of their own national- 
ism on the other, is far greater than 
their white masters realize.” The 
bishop explains that, in his own 
area only a generation ago, the Afri- 
can was a warlike Zulu who wore a 
short leather skirt over his tawny 
lithe body and the warrior’s feath- 
ered headdress. Today he is an em- 
bittered slave-worker in motley Eu- 
ropean attire, but his body and 
mind are still active and warlike — 
he is only waiting for leadership. 
Tribal ways have been broken, re- 
ports the Bishop, but a new way of 
life has not emerged, though it is 
inevitable. 

“When the African has once 
formed in his mind the image of 


what he wants and can find the 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


force will thus be used to put down civil wars and to support local Com- 
munist governments, but it won’t be used to extend or create Red states, 
for the Reds well understand that violence, once out of their control, will 
end everything for them. For with nuclear weapons behind the rumble 
of tanks and the crackle of rifle fire, Moscow knows — as do all men of 
sound mind —that unrestrained violence no longer defends or secures. 

The Red tyrants know now that they cannot subdue the uncon- 
querable power of the human spirit. Without winning the cooperation of 
the people, even the conquerers cannot survive in this crowded mechan- 
ized world. If they have not won this cooperation, nothing else will work. 
It is men and women working at machines in the factories, running trains 
and ships, operating telephones, radios and printing presses, men and 
women tilling the soil, teaching school, preaching sermons — all these 
must be convinced that the political system they are under is good for 
them, for their families and their country, or they will not cooperate. If 
they are not convinced, they will be indifferent and inefficient, slowing the 
pace of production to a profitless costly stalemate. Convinced that the 
system imposed upon them is evil and brings only tyranny and hurt, they 
will interrupt and sabotage that system and cut supports from under it in 
a thousand ways until the conquerer must flee to save himself. It is this 
lesson Moscow is painfully learning, growling back at the raw courage of 
people with fire spurting from tanks and machine guns in some places 
but compromising everywhere before the inevitable truth of the futility 
of violence and tyranny. 

THIS IS WHAT DIVIDES THE NEW AGE FROM THE OLD: 
As modern industrial-nuclear power is perverted for violence, war 
becomes unthinkable and unendurable. In this same advance of applied 
science, the part of human will in the operation of this complex modern 
industrial society becomes the pivotal force. The conquest must win 
through offering things that are beneficient and helpful to man. Hence, 
from now on, all conquests must be based on goodwill and love. 

FOR THIS REASON, this newsletter has steadfastly forecast, 
through the years when it was most difficult, even hazardous to do so, 
that military power and war-making were not the keys to the Communist 
question, but impediments to its solution. This is not pacifism, for we be- 
lieve that, in a lawless world, a nation is wise to keep strong enough to 
guard well its frontiers against lawless men. But to seek a solution to the 
threat of communism through military power (military bases crowding 
upon other frontiers, prolonged atomic exhibitionism, prowling fleets off 
other men’s shores) means that we fail in the hour of our greatest 
opportunity. In support of this analysis, witness the part which the 
churches in Poland, Yugoslavia, Hungary and elsewhere in satellite re- 
bellion areas have had in the weakening of Soviet power. 


S TO THE FUTURE: The most authoritative observers of Soviet 

affairs believe that there is a basic change in the Communist doc- 
trinaire. The Kremlin has become convinced that communism as a politi- 
cal and economic philosophy is now on its feet. The new doctrinaire 
states that men prefer “being disciplined by trained leaders chosen by the 
people to maintain an orderly, productive society rather than drifting on 
in poverty and stagnation under the corrupt rule of old aristocracies, or 
decadent dollar democracies manipulated by international bankers who ex- 
ploit the workers and peasants.” (This is a direct quotation from recent 
Communist literature). 

This new Red thesis concedes that the phase of violent expansion 
of communism should be ended, especially in view of the new fact of hy- 
drogen warfare. They believe that communism can now stand on it own. 
Well rooted in China and in the satellites, there is no likelihood of com- 
munism’s being rejected in such areas where there are crowded popula- 
tions. “How could they go back to the wasteful processes of laissez-faire 
capitalism?” ask the Red propagandists. The Kremlin especially believes 
that, if political tensions can be lessened and military spending reduced in 
the capitalist West, there will be a diminishing of the prolonged industrial 
boom in the West, which would soon result in surpluses and unemploy- 
ment. Meanwhile they hold that the Communist states would suffer no 
such difficulties since the Marxist economy is based on “production for 
use” and not profit. 

SEVERE TENSIONS IN THE KREMLIN ITSELF may, of 
course, split the party and greatly weaken Soviet power. Khrushchev and 
Bulganin may succumb to the plotting of others. This change might be 
heralded by such headlines as “Stalinism coming back.” Yet what has 
been done cannot be undone — and the Red revolution will move on into 
new forms but never go back to the old broken molds. However, un- 
winding a revolution is a very difficult and dangerous task. Having been 
born of violence, it frequently ends in the violence of civil war. 

(continued on NEXT page) 





Africa’s Tomorrows 
(continued) 


leadership, he will go after it with 
a vigor and power the white man 
cannot forestall or turn aside. Rus. 
sian consulates in all the African 
colonies are staffed far beyond ordj. 
nary diplomatic needs. The voice of 
Chistianity has been strangled by 
the behavior of white Christians, 
and unless a new fresh message of 
Christian truth reaches Africa soon 
— the storm will some day break.” 

Chester Bowles in his new book, 
Africa’s Challenge to America, 
(University of California Press), 
urges that this country take the 
leadership in establishing a new 
policy of the West towards Africa, 
Mr. Bowles argues for an end to 
our era of quibbling with the ques. 
tion of colonialism, trying to main- 
tain our alliances with weakened, 
faltering, former imperialistic pow- 
ers like England and France, who 
daily grow smaller while the giants 
of Africa and Asia grow larger. 

Mr. Bowles, after lengthy visits 
to Africa, is convinced that the Afri- 
can people still hold a friendly at- 
titude towards America, that we of- 
fer the last hope of turning Africa 
towards a constructive solution of 
her problems. He reminds us of the 
large amount of raw materials 
which America must get from Afri- 
ca to keep our industrial society 
going. “We need Africa and they 
need us. Without a creative policy 
towards Africa the great continent 
will be lost by default to tyranny 
and anti-Christian forces. The limit- 
less mineral reservoir of Africa 
alone prompts our interest if noth- 
ing else,” pleads Mr. Bowles. “If 
we fail in Africa as we have in 
Asia, America’s position will be 
perilous indeed, not because of 
what the Communists have done, 
but because of what we havent 
done.” 


Catholics & Segregation 
The Roman Catholic hierarchy 
has quietly and skillfully met the 
problem of racial integration as it 
exists within the church’s domain. 
With as little fanfare as possible, 
parochial schools have been inte- 
grating Negro pupils in their classes 
since 1947. In the past nine years 
several Southern cities — St. Louis, 
Washington, D. C., New Orleans, 
Louisville, Miami and others—have 
seen voluntary integration take 
place in parochial schools. In the 
beginning, many white parents were 
antagonistic, but the bishops held 
firm, and thousands of Negro chil 
dren attended the white parochial 
schools long before integration was 
attempted in the public schools. 
The church has given special at- 
tention to the problem of the Ne 
gro child who enters a white paro- 


chial school from a_ sub-standard 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Catholics & Segregation 
(continued) 

community background and is con- 
quently unable to compete with 
the white pupils. The teaching sis- 
fers are instructed to give special 
attention to the Negro child until 
the adjustment is made. In such in- 
stances, the Negro pupils are usual- 
ly in the minority, hence the task 
i; much easier than in the newly 
integrated public schools where the 
proportion of Negro students is 
much larger. In addition, the moral 
influence of the church on Negro 
Catholic families has eliminated or 
reduced many of the social prob- 
lms that have made integration 
difficult elsewhere. Negro citizens 
have been greatly impressed by the 
attitude of the Catholic Church in 
this field, and the increased number 
of Negroes who are joining the 
Catholic church indicates the far- 
sightedness of the hierarchy in dem- 
onstrating the value of the Church’s 
authoritative leadership in our un- 
disciplined society. 

Officials of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference, one of the 
most influential Catholic bodies in 
America, have been instrumental in 
promoting the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored 
People. Monseigneur G. G. Higgins, 
director of the Conference’s Social 
Action department, has declared it 
a violation of the fundamental prin- 
ciple of moral law for Catholics to 
oppose the NAACP. “Freedom of 
association, and the right for men 
to be associated together is not 
given by government but by the 
very laws of God and nature itself 
and cannot be legitimately taken 
away from them.” The National 
Catholic Welfare Conference has 
not only promoted the NAACP on 
a national level, but has instructed 
the parish leaders of the church to 
give their support likewise at the 
community level. In the states of 
Louisiana, Texas and Florida where 
the church is strong, this will have 
profound influence upon white edi- 
tors and upon NAACP activities. 


Iron Curtain News 


Irrespective of the conflicting re- 
ports about the struggle for power 
within the Kremlin  officialdom, 
news from behind the Iron Curtain 
strongly indicates a continuing liber- 
alization of the Communist policy 
with more freedom for the people 
in Russia. Even the satellite coun- 
tries will reflect this relaxation of 
controls, regardless of how their re- 
lations with the Kremlin develop. 


MAGAZINE EXCHANGE: Aft- 
er several years of cold war inter- 
ference, the U. S. and Russia have 
agreed to exchange official publica- 
tions. The Soviet has been granted 


permission to distribute in the U. S. 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


THE TWO BOMBS 
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X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


UR ATOMIC DILEMMA arises out of the failure of the Atomic 
Energy Commission to meet the moral and spiritual responsibility 
which the possession of atomic power requires of us. The AEC is charged 
with the task of developing atomic weapons — which it has done all too 
successfully — and the peacetime use of atomic energy which it has woe- 
fully neglected. But, most unfortunate of all, the AEC has usurped the 
right to withhold information that has nothing to do with military secrets, 
but which includes facts the people must have in order to understand the 
age they are entering. The AEC has become a hodgepodge of military 
and political sentiments — with one and possibly two of its members in 
revolt against the prevailing attitudes that divide and harass the judgment 
of the Commission. 

THE AEC AND THE PUBLIC are, first of all, confused by the 
seeming disagreement prevailing among the scientists over the dangers 
that already exist because of the explosion of nearly a hundred atomic- 
plutonium and hydrogen bombs. (The U. S. has fired approximately 80 
and Russia between 15 and 20.) There is a reason, however, for this 
seeming division among scientists. 

TWO KINDS OF SCIENTISTS ARE INVOLVED: (1) The physi- 
cists and electronic engineers engaged in weapons research, production 
and testing. These men must work close to the military, must of neces- 
sity share most of the military views and objectives. These scientists — 
especially those in administrative positions in weapons production — are 
the ones who are usually quoted by the politicians and military in justifi- 
cation of continued atomic tests and atomic arms production. 

(2) The theoretical physicists, geneticists, astro-physicists and oth- 
ers, who, by the very nature of their far-ranging speculations, must be 
philosophers as well as scientists. The atom would never have been har- 
nessed had it not been for these men. It is they who have from the start 
proved to be by far the most capable of envisioning the atomic future. 
These noted scientists-philosophers — Albert Einstein (before his death), 
Robert Oppenheimer, Hans Bethe, Leo Szilard, Ralph Lapp, Alfred 
Sturtevant, Herman Muller and others — feel strongly that further atomic 
bomb tests should have been halted or greatly diminished and that, at 
any cost, the atomic arms race must be stopped before we reach the point 
of no return, which they are convinced is not far ahead. In 1945, right 
after Hiroshima, these leading atomic scientists issued a warning to Con- 
gress and to the American people that atomic power must not be consid- 
ered to be just another weapon. They urged that unless international con- 
trols were established in the early stages of the development of nuclear 
weapons, there could be no control. 

If the development of nuclear power had been put under interna- 


tional authority in its early stages (which extended many months after 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Cw 





Iron Curtain News 
(continued) 
the monthly illustrated magazine 


“U.S.S.R.” and the American of- 
ficial publication “Amerika Illus- 
trated” will be released in Moscow. 
Each nation is to sell 50,000 copies 
of its publication in the other’s 
country, with an additional 2,000 
copies to be distributed among in- 
dustrial personnel. The “U.S.S.R.” 
is to sell for 20¢ a copy in this 
country and “Amerika” will sell in 
Russia for five rubles. The 
“U.S.S.R.” will carry pictures and 
reports of life in the Soviet with no 
censorship exercised by the U. S. 
The Soviets have granted the Amer- 
ican Information Bureau a similar 
privilege in the production and dis- 
tribution of “Amerika.” 

American observers in Russia re- 
port a let-up of the “hate cam- 
paign” against the U. S. which has 
long characterized the Soviet stage, 
magazine and literature field:. Not 
only does this termination of the 
hate campaign indicate changing 
Soviet policy, but American the- 
atrical people recently in Russia 
were told by Soviet dramatists that 
the numerous anti-American plays 
and movies were all box office 
flops. The “hate America” campaign 
just didn’t convince the Russians. 


BLACK MARKET CAPITAL- 
ISM is breaking out in Russia in 
many perplexing versions. The So- 
viet Union is plagued more than ever 
by shortages of goods which the peo- 
ple want, because increases in wages 
have been granted to Russian work- 
ers without increases in production 
of food and other needs. 

Newspapers and magazines in the 
Soviet reflect the widespread black 
market price profiteering in their 
recent reports on “anti-social” op- 
erators. High officials of the state 
trade organizations are openly co- 
operating with the speculators. The 
police and public prosecutors take 
a lenient attitude toward the black 
market, and party publications are 
criticizing the way such cases are 
handled by the officials. It is ap- 
parent that present leaders, in their 
effort to improve living standards, 
are accepting the black market as 
an “anti-social” plague that must be 
tolerated until people can get what 
they want and need. 

Actually “black market” is a mis- 
nomer, in that people are free to 
buy and sell second-hand merchan- 
dise or things they may make them- 
selves. In ail communities there are 
state commission stores where used 
clothing, kitchen ware, furniture 
etc., may be bought or sold on a 
commission basis. Because of the 
shortage of new goods at the regular 
state stores, many customers go to 
the commission store to look for 
second-hand merchandise. The spec- 


ulator often approaches the shop- 
(continued first col., NUXT page) 





Iron Curtain News 
(continued) 

per in the store with the query, 
“Maybe I have what you want,” 
and then directs him to the spec- 
ulator’s place of business which 
sells anything from pianos to table 
linens and clothing. The state’s leni- 
ency towards this practice may have 
far-reaching implications. 


LANGUAGE STUDIES: A short 
time ago the study of English was 
frowned upon in Russian schools, as 
was interest in all Western languages 
except German. A complete re- 
versal of this attitude is now evi- 
denced in the Russian school sys- 
tem, where emphasis is being put 
on the study of Western languages 
especially English. Languages are 
stressed far more in Russian schools 
than in the American educational 
system, where students shy away 
from the rigorous study of foreign 
languages. Few Russian youths 
leave even the middle schools with- 
out a proficient knowledge of one 
foreign tongue, and the university 
student is supposed to be expert in 
one foreign language and fair in 
one or two others. 


EAST GERMAN REFORMS: 
Reports from East Germany speak 
of a wave of reform measures by 
the East German Communist gov- 
ernment in its attempt to improve 
drab living conditions and to lessen 
centralized control. The Commu- 
nists have long been embarrassed 
by the sharp contrast between the 
freedom and prosperity of West 
Germany and the dismal lot of the 
East Germans. Consumer goods 
are now improved both in quality 
and supply in East German stores, 
and newspapers and radios are ad- 
vertising “fashionable clothing” of 
the latest styling,” a reversal of the 
former party policy which de- 
nounced Western fashions as deca- 
dent and wasteful. Installment buy- 
ing is once more permitted. After 
long years of condemning popular 
dance music as corrupt and demor- 
alizing, popular music and dancing 
are being encouraged. 

Attacks on religion are being 
toned down, and sometimes churches 
and Christian leaders are mentioned 
in a favorable light. Yet only a 
year ago East. German authorities 
were still arresting youth leaders 
and an occasional pastor who dared 
to oppose Communist youth organ- 
izations to which every German 
youth is compelled by law to be- 
long. Industrial management and 
political authority is being re- 
shaped from the top to bottom in 
an effort to decentralize party con- 
trols. Local managers of factories 
or mayors of towns now have much 
more authority than in the past and 
are even encouraged to pass on crit- 


icisms and advice to the higher 
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Hiroshima), the present dilemma would have been avoided. No nation 
could have gone on its own in atomic weapons development without ex- 
posure, for the presence of important quantities of uranium and plutonium 
could have been easily detected. But that day is now past. Stores of atomic 
weapons can no longer be detected. Only the mobilization for large-scale 
attack could now be observed by international inspection. 


THE MOST FAR-REACHING ATOMIC PROBLEM that has 
arisen in the meantime is the genetic effect upon future generations of 
the radiational poison already released into the earth’s atmosphere. Those 
whose voices should be most heeded in this field are the world’s leading 
geneticists who have given their entire lives to the study of the influences, 
both good and ill, which affect the mutation of human genes. It has long 
been realized by top geneticists that radiation poisoning is one of the most 
harmful influences to which the human species is continuously exposed. 
With varying degrees of alarm and concern, these great scientists — 
Sturtevant, Muller, etc. — have warned that we do not know how much 
radiation poison the human genes can absorb without irreparable dam- 
age, and that, because there has been a considerable increase in the radia- 
tion poison in the earth’s atmosphere as a result of the bomb tests, we 
may be reaching the point of universal danger. 

The Atomic Energy Commission has turned from these warnings 
to consult scientists in the field of atomic experiments who do not pre- 
tend to be the first authorities in the field of genetics. Yet after these 
consultations, the AEC and our political-military chiefs have issued 
cock-sure statements reassuring the public that radiation poison in the 
earth’s atmosphere has not remotely reached the danger point, ignoring 
entirely the opinions of the men best qualified to judge. The noted physi- 
cist Dr. Ralph Lapp openly charged on Oct. 18 that the AEC was guilty 
of deceiving the public about the danger to health from radiation poison- 
ing. Moreover, a member of the Atomic Energy Commission, Arthur E. 
Murray, has revolted against the attitude of the Commission and other 
Government spokesmen and has repeatedly urged that all large tests be 
stopped, that only small experiments, with little fall-out, be attempted. 
Yet our political and military leaders continue to urge that we plunge on. 

WHY? The only reason ever given is that the danger of an attack 
upon this country from Communist Russia is so great we do not dare dis- 
continue experiments in making further atomic weapons. This opinion is 
maintained stubbornly, although both nations have enough large-scale 
atom bombs to destroy each other’s cities several times over. Furthermore, 
the U. S. has already tested over four times as many atomic missiles as 
has the Soviet —a score accepted by all as indicating the lead we have 
over the Soviet in atomic development. The falseness of the claim that 
security requires us to lunge on deeper into atomic war-making is exposed 
by the realization that communism is changing daily but that the poison 
of radiation will never change. Communism, as we emphasize in this re- 
port, has changed steadily towards weakness and moderation since the 
death of Stalin. Much of this change has come to the Soviet because the 
Russians themselves also fear the danger or radiation — and atomic war. 

GUIDED MISSILES BRING US TO THE POINT OF NO RE- 
TURN: Atomic weapons development has already progressed to the place 
where there is almost no chance of confident disarmament short of the 
establishment of a world police power which alone would be permitted 
to possess atomic weapons, with the added authority to inspect areas in 
all parts of the world to assure, as far as possible, the cooperation of all 
peoples. So will it be still more difficult to stop the armament race when 
once the major powers have high-speed long-range guided missiles with 
hydrogen war-heads which can destroy the largest cities and leave unin- 
habitable thousands of square miles of the earth’s surface. 

PRESENT AGITATION OVER THE HYDROGEN TESTS, 
therefore, centers on the thesis that, if the tests are not stopped now, in a 
very short time further tests will have provided the knowledge needed to 
fit hydrogen charges into the long-range, high-speed guided missiles. We 
will then — in the belief of the leading atomic scientists — have reached 
the point of no return. The Bulletin of Atomic Scientists has devoted much 
space in recent issues to this question. (Your public library should have 
this publication in its files.) The scientists do not all agree on how the 
crisis is to be met, but none doubt the nature and reality of the crisis. 

Comparatively few American citizens are informed on this vital 
question. No greater service can be rendered to the nation at this hour 
in our history than for men and women who are informed to use their 
knowledge in a Christian spirit to inform others, to stir discussion and 


spread greater understanding. 
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ranking party functionaries. The po- 
lice, especially the secret political 
police, are much less obvious and 
deal more gently with the people, 
although any outright opposition to 
party tenets is still punished. 

The easing up of Marxist pres. 
sure on churches, schools and cyl- 
tural groups is considered to be the 
most significant aspect of current 
policy, for efforts to “Sovietize” the 
country by destroying long-stand. 
ing German traditions has been the 
crux of East-West tensions. An 
East German clergyman reports that 
“the soul of Germany has won a 
major battle against Marxism. They 
could not stop our Christian way 
of thinking, and now the German 
ideals will begin to change the 
Communist way of thought.” 


CHRISTIANS IN POLAND: A 
great new industrial city, Nowa 
Huta, meaning New Mill, has been 
built in Poland by the Communists, 
The new city, with its giant steel 
mills, electric plants, thousands of 
new homes and stores, has no 
church. The Communists have 
boasted of Nowa Huta as “a 
modern, scientific city of the great 
Communist future.” A few miles 
down the road from Nowa Huta is 
the old city of Modilla which does 
have a large Roman Catholic 
Church. The Reporter magazine 
describes this road as crowded every 
Sunday with people from Nowa 
Huta going to attend mass in the 
great Catholic Church. Many of 
them are leading small children 
or pushing baby carriages and ob- 
servers emphasize the youthfulness 
of the crowd. The church at Mo- 
dilla conducts hourly services from 
six in the morning on through the 
day on Sundays and holidays, to 
take care of the crowds. 


BURMA BORDER: Recent head- 
lines flared in this country over the 
invasion of the Burmese border by 
Red China troops. But the Ameri- 
can press reported little about the 
agreements which the Burma Gov- 
ernment reached with Red China 
over the withdrawal of these troops 
from areas where the frontier has 
not been well determined. Dis- 
patches from Rangoon, which have 
appeared in few U. S. papers, re 
port that negotiations are under 
way to clarify the frontier lines 
which pass through dense jungle 
areas, and that Peking has readily 
agreed to remove all Red China 
troops from the Burmese side of the 
newly established frontier. 
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